THE PERSONAL PREROGATIVES

The application of these precedents to any future dispute between the
two Houses is complicated by the means now available for overcoming
the opposition of the House of Lords under the Parliament Acts.
A Money Bill so certified by the Speaker may become an Act of Parlia-
ment without the consent of the House of Lords if it is sent up at least
one month before the end of the session and is not passed by the House
of Lords within one month of its being sent up. A Public Bill (other
than a Money Bill or a Bill extending the maximum duration of Parlia-
ment) may become an Act of Parliament without the consent of the
House of Lords if it is passed in two successive sessions (whether of the
same Parliament or not), and, having been sent up at least one month
before the end of the session, is rejected by the House of Lords in each
of those sessions., provided that one year has elapsed between the date
of the second reading in the House of Commons in the first session and
the date of its passing the House of Commons in the second session;
and a Bill is to be deemed to be rejected if it is not passed either without
amendment or with such amendments only as may be agreed to by both
Houses.

It is clear that, in relation to Bills which come within the definition
of'Money Bill', no question of creating peers to overcome the opposi-
tion of the House of Lords can arise. The opposition will be ineffectual
after the expiry of a month. * Public Bills' are not, however, defined by
the t Act, except that it is provided that a Bill confirming a Provisional
Order is not a Public Bill. Nor is there any other legal definition of
Public Bill. Each House determines by its standing orders what Bills
are to be termed private or hybrid. The Act speaks of a Public Bill
which is 'passed by the House of Commons'. It seems, therefore, that
a Bill is Public if it is passed by the House of Commons as a Public Bill.
Since the House can always suspend standing orders so as to pass as
Public a Bill which woulfi otherwise be dealt with as a Private Bill or
as a Hybrid Bill, it follows that the only Bills which cannot be passed
under the Parliament Acts are (i) Bills to extend the maximum duration
of Parliament, and (2) Bills to confirm Provisional Orders. A Bill to
amend the Parliament Acts can be passed under those Acts.

With the two exceptions noticed, the House of Commons can secure
the passing of any legislation it pleases within the space of little more
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